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The Priority of Love 

What is your top priority? If you’re like most people, you begin each day with 
a sense of the many things you need to do. Errands to run, tasks to complete, 
calls to make – they each are important in their own way.  

But what is your top priority?  

In his book, Essentialism, Greg McKeown 
reminds us that we cannot, by definition, 
have more than one priority. Whenever we 
choose 2 or more things to be ‘top priority,’ 
we wind up lowering the importance of each 
one. Priority is, by definition, a singular word.  

We are all guilty of this! We prioritize so many 
things that it is hard to give focus to each one – and in so doing, we miss the 
chance to truly care for what is most important.  

When Jesus was asked about his top priority, he had his answer ready. The 
questioners thought they were testing him by making him chose between all 
the laws, but he was ready to tell them: “You must love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your being, and with all your mind. This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: You must love your neighbor 
as you love yourself. All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two 
commands.” (Matthew 22:35-40) 

Jesus’ top priority is love. When he’s teaching, healing, feeding, and more, he 
is focused on the love of God – and sharing that love with his neighbor. 

This Lent, we’re setting love as our top priority. As we gather to worship (p. 3), 
we listen and look for the love of God in scripture and song. When we serve 
through missions (p. 9-10), we seek to share the love of God. And in our study 
of Bishop Curry’s book (p. 3), we are focused on the way love shows up in our 
day-to-day lives. Whatever your days may hold this Lent, my prayer is that the 
love of God surrounds you and flows out from you to all you meet. 

In everything you do, let love be your priority – the thing that comes first.  

Rev. Carissa 
 

March 2023 

 

mailto:carissa@huntsumc.org
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Readiness360 
Thank you to everyone who completed the Readiness360 survey! Over a period of 
3 weeks, we received 67 responses. This included a mix of staff, leaders, members, 
and active participants in the ministries of our church.  

Readiness360 assesses four critical capacities for multiplying thriving ministries. 
Our church’s survey indicated that we score evenly across the four capacities, with 
both signs of hope and room to grow. Here’s what the report says:  

Spiritual Intensity: There is some fire in people’s hearts at 
Hunt’s Church, but it isn’t burning as brightly as it should. We 
have some work to do in strengthening the personal connection 
between our people, God, and God’s mission for us in the world. 
It would be wise to spend time reconnecting with God through 
renewing spiritual practices both personally and as a church 
body.  

Dynamic Relationships: In some respects, Hunt’s Church has 
seen some amazing relationships and friendships across the 
years. However, the DNA of these relationships is not currently 
indicative of the church as a whole. We have some work to do in 
terms of cultivating trust within the church and relating 
effectively to folks who are different from the majority of 
members.  

Missional Alignment: Many folks at Hunt’s Church have a good 
sense of where God is calling us to go, but others are not aligned 
with this point of view. There is seldom enough personal and 
financial resources to run in many directions at once. Now is a 
time for serious conversation about our church’s priorities.  

Cultural Openness: On one hand, many in the church want to 
reach diverse people, but many in the church still have great 
apprehension about what this might mean in terms of changing 
the face of Hunt’s Church. There may be some limitations in 
terms of how far the church is able to reach toward different 
kinds of people in the next few years. Open communication will 
be critical.  

The Church Council has received a more detailed report about the above areas, 
with recommendations for how our church might grow in each capacity. Over the 
coming months, Council will study each area individually, listening for how God 
would like us to move as a congregation. Check this spot in upcoming issues of The 
Point to learn alongside your leaders, as we share more each month. 

What do you think? Does this reflect your sense of our church? Send your feedback to 
Rev. Carissa (carissa@huntsumc.org) so she can share it with the Church Council.  

 

mailto:carissa@huntsumc.org
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Lent 2023 

Love is the Way 
This Lent, Rev. Carissa is inviting us into a churchwide study of Bishop 
Michael Curry’s book, Love is the Way. Written by the man who preached 
at Meghan & Harry’s wedding, this book contains wisdom from Bishop 
Curry’s pastoral ministry in Buffalo, Winston-Salem, and Baltimore, as 
well as his work as a bishop in the Episcopal Church. Each chapter 
answers a question about love such as, “How do I find the energy to keep 
loving when the world seems to be going the other way?” and “Won’t 
loving everybody make me a doormat?” You’ll come away from this 
season feeling hopeful and energized to share God’s love in a real way! 

Worship 
During Lent, Rev. Carissa will be preaching on the parables of Jesus 
found in the gospel of Matthew. These stories teach us all about love: 

 February 26 Love is Forgiveness 
 March 5 Love is Justice 
 March 12 Love is Sacrifice 
 March 19 Love is Trust 
 March 26 Love is a Verb 

Grow in Your Faith 
Lent has begun! It’s not too late to join one of our 3 options for the season: 

Option 1: Weekly Book Study with Rev. Carissa (Tuesdays at 7pm) 
Join Rev. Carissa and other members and friends of Hunt’s Church for a week-by-week study of Love is the Way. We’ll 
gather in church members’ homes from 7-8:30pm each week to spend time together and discuss what we’ve read. 
This is for anyone who wants to dig deeply into what love really means!   

Sign Up Here: https://huntsmemorial.breezechms.com/form/loveistheway  

Option 2: Independent Book Study with Luncheon (April 2 at 11:30am) 
Read Love is the Way on your own schedule throughout the season of Lent, with a study guide provided. Then gather 
with Rev. Carissa and others for a 1-time discussion of the book over lunch at the end of the season. This is for anyone 
who wants to discuss Love is the Way, but doesn’t want to gather weekly.   

Sign Up Here: https://huntsmemorial.breezechms.com/form/loveisthewayLUNCH  

Option 3: Join the 40-Day “Love Builds Up” Family Challenge 
We know that reading a book might not be feasible for everyone, especially if you have 
young children at home! That’s why we are providing the “Love Builds Up” Family 
Challenge as an alternative option. This 6-week challenge gives parents a guide for 
talking about faith at a weekly family meeting, with a word of the week, devotional, 
and optional conversation prompts.  

This is for families with preschool or elementary school children. Copies have already 
been mailed to members and friends of Hunt’s Church, but we still have copies to share. 
To get one for yourself or a loved one, email Beth Woody at beth@huntsumc.org  

https://huntsmemorial.breezechms.com/form/loveistheway
https://huntsmemorial.breezechms.com/form/loveisthewayLUNCH
mailto:beth@huntsumc.org
Carissa Surber
Full page collage with highlights of february 
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Holy Week is April 2-9 

 

Easter Choir: You’re Invited to Sing! 
The Choir will be performing some extra special music on Easter Sunday and would like to invite any interested 
congregation members to join us in singing one of our pieces!  The first rehearsal will be after church on Sunday April 
2nd for approximately 30 minutes. The choir will also be rehearsing this piece at the beginning of our rehearsal on April 
6th from 7:30pm to 8:00pm.  Please contact chase (either in person or via email - chase@huntschurch.org) to let him 
know if you are interested! 

Community Life 

Welcome to Hunt’s Church!  
If this is your first time reading The Point, welcome! We are thrilled that you have come to Hunt’s Church, where we 
believe in the welcoming love of God for all people.  

Funhunters Luncheon is March 17 at 11:30am 
Let’s do lunch!  All adults are invited to attend the Funhunters Luncheon on Friday March 17th, at The Peppermill 
Restaurant (1301 York Road – Timonium, MD 21093) at 11:30am.  Please contact Linda Flavin at 410-746-3433 to RSVP. 

Men’s Fellowship 
The Men’s Fellowship group continues to meet on Friday mornings from 8-9am. Led by Robert Sparks, the group 
gathers for coffee and donuts and conversation. To find out more, email Robert at 3405sparks@gmail.com  

Women’s Fellowship 
The Women’s Fellowship Meeting has been cancelled for Saturday, March 11th.  Many of the ladies who 
normally attend this Saturday meeting will have worked hard during the 19th Century Dinner that will have 
taken place the previous evening. See you next month! 

COVID-19 Update 
Our church continues to be in the purple level of our COVID protocols, which means that no one is required to wear a 
mask at church events. Because the COVID levels have been so low for so long, Church Council recently voted to 
suspend the COVID Task Force for 3 months, with the possibility of permanently disbanding the group in May. This is 
wonderful news! Thank you to everyone for contributing to a healthy church and community over the past 3 years.  

  

mailto:chase@huntschurch.org
mailto:3405sparks@gmail.com
Carissa Surber
This graphic is page 2 of the "love is the way form header" doc in Canva if you need to make edits.
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Children & Youth 

Here Comes the Easter Bunny! 
Saturday, April 8th at 10:00am, RAIN or SHINE, the Easter Bunny will be on Hunt’s 
Agapé House lawn for our Community Easter Egg Hunt. The children will bring their 
empty baskets and have a fun time hunting for eggs and having their photo taken 
with the Easter Bunny. The “young-at-heart” might also want to snap a photo or 
two with the Easter Bunny! So, parents bring your cameras and take plenty of 
photos. 

In order for this to be successful, we need YOU to help by filling plastic eggs with 
goodies for all our hunters. Bags of empty plastic eggs will be available for you at 
the Sanctuary door on March 12th, March 19th and March 26th. The filled eggs need 
to be returned to the church building by Palm Sunday, April 2nd.  (There will be large 
containers at the Sanctuary door to receive your filled plastic eggs.) 

Since this is open to the community, please share this invitation with your neighbors 
and friends. We hope to see a lot of “egg-cited”, smiling children on April 8th, ready 
to find the eggs and look inside. If you have any questions, please call Howard Lin at 
(410) 241-4807. 

Vacation Bible School Dates  
Looking to get your child’s summer scheduled? Make sure to include Vacation Bible School with Hunt’s Church! VBS 
2023 will be July 10-14 on the Hunt’s Church campus. Children of (almost) all ages are welcome! From 3-year-olds to 
3rd grade, children can participate as campers. Children in 4th through 6th grade serve as “junior helpers” with their own 
special time of learning. Adults and Youth (7th grade and older) serve as volunteer counselors. Email Lisa McMillan 
with questions: dmcm6366@aol.com  

Senior High News:  
Thank you to everyone who supported our sub sale!   Your generosity 
helps support Earls Place, our mission trip to Camp Hope and other 
activities.  We had a winter retreat to Wisp in January. Fun was had by 
all on and off the slopes.  

This month we will start preparing for our Annual Youth Service. Mark 
your calendars to join us for this special Sunday: May 7th at 10am.   

mailto:dmcm6366@aol.com
Carissa Surber
Insert 1 pic of easter bunny from 2022 egg hunt
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Hunt’s Church Preschool 
 

We have been enjoying the beautiful weather!  Teachers are taking advantage 
of it and having class time outside, extra trips to the Nature Nook and looking 
for early signs of Spring. It is hard to believe that we are more than half-way 
through the school year!  Our Spring Break begins on March 31.  We will have 
our Easter Egg Hunt on the 30th.  The children always get so excited to see all 
the fun filled eggs that the bunny left on the lawn!  

Kathy Davis came to preschool to talk to the children about Dental Hygiene.  
She does such a great job, and she always brings the children goody bags filled 
with a toothbrush, toothpaste, dino floss and other treats.  The children could 
not wait to show their parents and tell them everything they learned from 
Kathy!  Thank you, Kathy. 

There is a lot of excitement in the air as the church continues to celebrate the 
250th anniversary!  The children love all the decorations, especially the balloon 
arch!  Our Parent Volunteer Group and I met with Charlotte Douglas to start 
planning for the Fall Festival.  Mark your calendars now, the Fall Festival will be 
on October 7, from 11-1.  There will be face painting, a moon bounce, games, 
hot dogs and so much more.  The preschool is also looking forward to singing 
at the church service on December 10 as part of the anniversary celebration! 

Kindergarten celebrated their 100th day of school in February.  They had a 
great time making 100-day books, 100- day treats and got a real kick out of 
Ms. Allison dressed as a 100-year-old grandma!   

We are getting ready for our Spring projects.  We will be planting seeds, 
preparing for the Art Show and the Spring Sing Along.  And the biggest news 
is that the Pre-K and Kindergarten classes will take their first school bus ride 
to Marshy Point for a field trip. 

     Looking forward for Daylight Saving and longer days! 

Kelley Unger , Preschool Director                                                                                                                          

  

Carissa Surber
Add pics from preschool to fill out 1 full page
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Let’s Celebrate!  
Birthdays 
Andy Funderburk (3/1); John Davis (3/2); Elizabeth 
Steele (3/2); Kylie Childs (3/3); Diane Paulson (3/3); Keith 
McMillan (3/5); Kristina Edwards (3/6); Julie Funderburk 
(Miller) (3/9); Donna Sibley (3/9); Adam Melfa (3/10); Alf 
Bent (3/11); Ruth Shaffer – 98 years “young” (3/11); 
Cathy Junkin (3/12); Lisa McMillan (3/12); Wilma Lippy 
(3/13); Myanna Amourgis (3/15); Olivia Michel (3/15); 
Mary Fredlund (3/16); Alexandra Goodale (3/16); Anne 
Lewis Smith (3/16); David Hudson  (3/17); Linda Keatts 
(3/17); Katherine Cook (3/18); Kevin Brennan (3/21); Joe 
McMillan (3/21); Keith Brennan (3/23); Steve Brennan 
(3/23); John Pollard (3/24); Patrick Starleper (3/24); 
Chloe McMillan (3/25); Barbara Anastasion (3/27); 
Andrew Goodale (3/27); Daniel McMillan (3/29); Gerry 
McMillan (3/29); Ann (Junkin) Moore (3/29); Annie 
Waters (3/31)  

Anniversaries 
Mary & Jim Foster (3/31) 

Thank You 
I am blessed with advanced technology, skilled doctors, supportive family, and the prayers of friends and relatives 
near and far.  Thanks to all who sent cards, encouraged me, and prayed for me.  What a wonderful group of people 
make up the Hunt’s congregation!  

Keith McMillan 
Dear Hunt’s Church – Thank you very much for your support and generosity that you showed for many families at 
Martin Boulevard ES.  The children (I’m sure) had a brighter Christmas with the gifts you all bought them.  I run the 
Student Council at the school, and we sponsored a “Candy Cane” Spirit Day where everyone wore red and white.  
The candy canes you donated allowed us to give every student and staff member a candy cane.  We gave out all the 
hats and gloves during the month of January.  It was great to have our students warmer this winter because of your 
donation. – What made your support even more special was the fact that it came from Hunt’s (where I went to 
Sunday School, Youth Group, got married, and had my girls baptized).  Thank you again for your kindness. 

Jen Becker 
A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make the 18th Century Dinner a great success, from the invitations to 
the final clean-up.  It's easy to see how Hunt's Church has made it to its 250th Anniversary. 

Robert & Cynthia Sparks 
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Missions Corner 
 

We are looking forward to a warm spring right around the corner. Hunt’s is going to be very busy this spring with 250th 
celebrations and Mission projects. 

Hunt’s is getting ready for a new challenge. We are going to fill flood buckets for the United Methodist Church 
initiative, helping those who have had their homes or businesses flooded. It is important to have the buckets ready 
before disaster strikes. Our goal is 250 buckets, if we have the financial support to reach the goal. We are asking people 
to donate $50 for each bucket. We are reaching out to the community and other organizations for help with this 
project. We will hold this event on April 29th from 10am-12pm in VanMetre Hall, while other wonderful activities take 
place outside. Everyone is invited to join us. Help make a difference! The Senior High, Scouts and the Preschool are 
all ready to get started! Please contact Jenn Foy (jennfoy@gmail.com) or Lynn Henss (lbhenss@icloud.com) to get 
involved. 

Lynn Henss 

Earl’s Place 
I hope that you all got to see and hear Sheila Helgerson, Executive Director for Earl’s Place, give her presentation on 
Earl’s Place on Sunday (February 12th) either in person or online.  She explained how Earl’s Place was started and how 
they have grown over the last 25 years, along with all the men they have helped start new lives.  Notes and letters 
from Earl’s Place are posted on the bulletin board downstairs (in the church building) on the wall next to the window 
to the kitchenette; check it out when you have a chance.  

We delivered 14 casseroles on Tuesday (February 14th) along with an entire trunk full of men's clothes, shoes, toiletries, 
and socks.  The Cub Scouts also participated by gift-wrapping shoe boxes full of personal items for the men, which 
were also delivered.  On Super Bowl Sunday, the Senior Highs dropped off lunch meat and all of the extras, so the 
residents could make their own subs and watch the game.  

Thank you again for all that you do for the men of Earl’s Place.  They really appreciate it!  

Suzanne Young 

40th Baltimore County Christian Workcamp (BCCW): July 16-22, 2023 
The 40th BCCW is still not the BCCW of pre-COVID but is striving to be more so than the past three years.   Since 1992, 
Hunt’s has been the base and host for BCCW, home repair and assistance for the needy in Baltimore County by 
volunteers of all ages. For info on BCCW, see its website www.bcchristianworkcamp.org or read, if available, Hunt’s 
September 2022 Point article discussing the experiences of the July BCCW week, as well as what the Hunt’s team did. 

For the 2023 BCCW, some TENTATIVE decisions (subject to the health and safety considerations closer to the July 
dates, as well as further planning review decisions and having the necessary support by volunteers and organizations), 
including the desire to make it somewhat special as we celebrate the 40th BCCW (albeit it pales to Hunt’s 250th) are as 
follows: 

• Registrations will be done online, including attending any of the meal functions in order to give an indication 
of how much food to prepare.  If online registration is not feasible, then contact us. 

• Like pre-COVID times, the Kick-Off dinner will be held indoors at Hunt’s Memorial UMC, 1912 Old Court 
Road on Sunday July 16.  (However, it may still be a simple dinner, such as sandwiches which were made the 
last two years, or a catered simple dinner.) 

• There will NOT be a silent auction. 

mailto:jennfoy@gmail.com
mailto:lbhenss@icloud.com
http://www.bcchristianworkcamp.org/
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• Similar to last year, there will be breakfasts at Hunt’s, assuming that there are enough churches willing to 
prepare the breakfasts, hopefully, at the very least, for the three mornings from Monday-Wednesday. 

• There will NOT be lunch supplies to prepare one’s lunch at the breakfasts; however, there will be some 
snacks and drinks, similar in 2022. 

• There may be a scheduled day(s) during the week when prepared simple lunches may be delivered to the 
work sites. 

• There will, hopefully, be at least two dinners during the week, possibly Tuesday and Thursday, if there are 
willing hosts at their locations. 

• The Closing Dinner and Ceremony will be at Epworth UMC, 600 Warren Road, Cockeysville, but held on 
Saturday July 22 in the early midafternoon, i.e., this means no Friday evening event.  

• Depending on the work site referrals which are received, some potential site(s) may be coordinated and 
worked on in the Spring or Fall, when it is cooler with less humidity. 

As always, we need volunteers to help plan, organize, and oversee BCCW activities.  If you can help with any of the 
ensuing, contact Howard Lin (howlin0812@gmail.com) or me (s.lippy@verizon.net). 

250th Anniversary Celebration 
The first of the Hunt’s Church Century Dinners took place on February 17, 2023 from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm in VanMetre 
Hall. And what a night it was! The 18th century dinner was very well attended with approximately 80 people gathering 
together in a spirit of celebration. Everyone enjoyed the delicious and authentic food, the homemade desserts, the 
music, an historical presentation and an original skit about “The Beginnings of the Methodist Church here in Maryland 
and at Hunt’s”. Many thanks to these volunteers who helped to make the dinner so special: Cynthia and Robert Sparks 
(Team Leaders, Skit Writers and Performers), Cheryl Eisenhauer (History Slide Show Presenter), JoAnne Burke (Skit 
Narrator and Director), Kathy Davis (Host for the Evening), Grace Anastasion (Violinist), and Cheryl Warren (Pianist).  

Additionally, 18 other workers helped with Tech, Set-Up, Clean-Up, etc. We thank ALL of these volunteers without 
whom the dinner would not have been possible!  

Looking ahead to our upcoming century dinners, please mark your calendars for March 10, May 19, and June 16, 2023 
all at 6:00 pm. Reservations are required; seating is limited. Please be on the lookout for the invitations that will be 
sent prior to the dinners. See you then!    

Charlotte Douglas 

Strolling down “Memory Lane” to recreate a “Sock Hop” 
Anyone interested in helping make the 3rd historical dinner on May 19th a fun-filled success?  We will be celebrating 
the 1900’s with a 1950’s Sock Hop. It will be a fantastic time!   Please join Walter and me in the planning. Email me 
lbhenss@icloud.com or phone 443-600-2325. (I promise only 1 or 2 meetings.) 

Lynn Henss 

mailto:howlin0812@gmail.com
mailto:lbhenss@icloud.com
Carissa Surber
Full page collage of 18th century dinner pics
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Moment in Time: How Do We Know It Was 1773? 
                                                                                              by Cheryl Eisenhauer 

Our congregation is proudly celebrating its 250th Anniversary this year, an amazing two and a 
half centuries of uninterrupted existence. We trace our roots back to a Methodist Society that 
began meeting at the home of Phineas Hunt, an early convert to Methodism in colonial 
Baltimore County.  

But, how did we arrive at the year 1773 as our beginning date?  

Though we do not know exactly when the Methodist class first met at Hunt’s home, we do 
know that his home, located just west of our present-day church, was listed as a regular stop 
on the Baltimore Methodist Circuit in 1773. Records of the time note Hunt’s as one of 30 
preaching appointments assigned to the itinerant preachers traveling the circuit. We also know from his journal 
entries that Francis Asbury was at the home of Phineas Hunt on September 3, 1773, before continuing on to Baltimore 
City for another preaching appointment. Asbury recorded three more visits to Hunt’s home in 1777, and two additional 
visits to Hunt’s log chapel which officially became a Methodist Episcopal Church in 1784. The following journal 
transcriptions note Asbury’s six known visits to our congregation.  

1773- Friday, September 3:  After enjoying a comfortable season with a few friends at Mr. Hunt's, about twelve miles 
from Baltimore, I preached at four o'clock at Mr. Joseph Armstrong's, in Middle River Neck, where there is a good 
prospect, and lodged with Matthew Alexander, whose heart the Lord hath touched; and on Saturday returned to 
town.  (The term “comfortable season” as used here, means to spend a “pleasant time”.) 

1777- Thursday, May 5:    Having been ten days off and on at Mr. Gough's, I set out to-day for John Colgate's; and 
preached by the way at Phineas Hunt's. On Friday I laid aside my wig, and began to use the cold bath for my health: 
and rode as far as Mrs. Ridgely's, who was a mother in Israel, and both a friend and a mother to me. After many heavy 
trials my soul was comforted, but earnestly desirous of more purity and fellowship with God. 

1777- The Lord’s Day, August 7:    After being blessed with a warm and comfortable season while preaching to a large 
company at Mr. Hunt’s, I then rode to the widow P.'s, where the word went to the hearts of the people with Divine 
energy, while I exposed to their view the polluted state of the natural man, and pointed out the sovereign remedy. 

1777- Tuesday, October 21:   Monday, 20. After I had preached, brother Shadford met the class; and it was a very 
powerful season: he also met a class afterward at Mr. Sinclair's, and we were favoured with a similar blessing. This has 
been a day of spiritual and peaceful exercises to my soul. At Mr. Hunt's on Tuesday, we were blessed with an 
extraordinary visitation of grace. 

1787- Sunday, September 16:   Sunday, 16. Preached at Baltimore and Fell's 
Point. On Monday, the people waited nearly two hours at Daniel Evans's before 
I arrived, owing to my horse being out of the way: I found he had stuck a nail into 
his foot, so that I had to leave him. Under these discouraging circumstances I was 
much exercised: nevertheless, I had liberty in speaking, and there was a melting 
time among the people. Thence I hastened to Hunt's chapel, where I enlarged 
on, "I know you, that you have not the love of God in you." 

1789- September Tuesday, 15:   I had but few hearers at Hunt's chapel, but the 
Lord was present, and I am persuaded there was not an unfeeling soul in the 
house. I spent the evening with one of the great: the Lord and his own conscience 
will witness that I did not flatter him. O that his soul were converted to God! 
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Financial News: The Year Ahead! 

2023 promises to be a special year at Hunt’s as we celebrate our 250th anniversary.  How many organizations can say 
that?  There are a number of other exciting initiatives in “The Year of Yes,” so I hope you will actively support and 
participate in all of the wonderful activities at Hunt’s this year.   

With all of this in mind and a desire to invest in our 
future, the Church Council approved the 2023 operating 
fund budget at its January meeting.  The table presented 
here summarizes the key components of the budget 
compared to last year’s actual results (Hunt’s Church 
Preschool is budgeted separately). 

As you can see, we have budgeted a shortfall of almost 
$55,000.  While this is a bit uncomfortable and not ideal, 
the church has adequate reserves to cover the budget 
gap in the short term.  We believe it is important to 
support some of the emerging initiatives of the church 
as well as the energy we are seeing in many areas. 

We would ask you to prayerfully consider how you can 
support the church this year with your time, talent, and 
treasures.  Many of you submitted a pledge card to this 
effect at the end of last year, so we thank you for your 
commitment as evidenced in this very meaningful way. 

As I have done the past few years, I plan to provide 
updates about our financial performance on a regular 
basis.  Below you can see giving through January 2023.  

January’s offering at Hunt’s is typically the strongest of 
any month, given some larger annual gifts made this 

month.  The budget anticipated this, so the positive bottom line is not a surprise.  The shortfall in income is due to a 
delay in being able to transfer $3,500 from the Music and Education Fund, which will occur in February.  Some 
unexpected property expenses caused us to spend more than anticipated.  Hopefully, those issues are behind us. 

I would ask that you pray about our financial 
situation and challenge you to do more if you 
are able to do so.  A financially strong church 
enables us to continue the many meaningful 
ministries of our church that impact not only 
our members but the communities in which 
we live and beyond.  Thank you. 

If you ever have questions about our finances, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at tedochs@msn.com. 

Yours in Christ, 

Ted Ochs, Finance Chair 

 ’22 Actual ’23 Budget 
Income   
   Preschool Contribution $45,000 $48,000 
   Offerings $325,648 $340,000 
   Education and Music Fund  $36,000 $42,000 
   Fundraisers $11,390 $11,600 
   Other $8,596 $10,215 
Total Income $426,634 $451,815 
   

Expense   
   Fundraisers $5,003 $5,650 
   Administration/Office $13,140 $12,587 
   Christian Education $4,167 $5,085 
   Conference/Apportionment $48,037 $49,996 
   Finance $13,092 $13,235 
   Outreach/Life $2,601 $2,700 
   Music $3,192 $6,000 
   Payroll $230,682 $283,202 
   Property $117,455 $125,262 
   Witness/Reconciling $150 $300 
   Worship $4,666 $2,530 
Total Expenses $442,185 $506,547 
   
Excess/(Shortfall) - $15,551 - $54,732 

 2023 
Actual 

through 
January 

2023 
Year-

To-Date 
Budget 

 
Difference 

2023 
Operating 

Budget 

Income $111,793 $115,045   - $3,252 $451,815 

Expense $41,132 $39,592      $1,540 $506,547 

Difference $70,661 $75,453   - $4,792 - $54,732 

mailto:tedochs@msn.com
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Dreams for the Future of Hunt’s 

 

 

Churchwide Town Hall: Sunday, March 5  
Every member and friend of Hunt’s Church is invited to attend this congregation-wide meeting after the traditional 
service on Sunday, March 5, from 11:30am to 12:30pm in the Sanctuary. This is an opportunity for all members and 
friends of Hunt’s Church to learn about the concepts, phasing, and costs of the preliminary plan. No votes will be taken 
at this meeting – but you will have the chance to ask questions and give input, which will be incorporated before the 
plan returns to the Board of Trustees and Church Council for their consideration.  

Your presence and input matters! This gathering will be livestreamed and childcare is provided.  

Carissa Surber
Make this page full by also including 1 image of the church floorplan and 1 image of an Agape floorplan - just enough to give folks a taste 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   12pm AA 
7pm Missions 
Committee 
Zoom Meeting 
 

 

 

 
7:30pm Choir 
 

8:30am Men’s 
Group Meeting 
 
 

 

5    6 7 8 9 10 11 

Communion 
8:30am Worship 
(Contemporary) 
10am Worship 
(Traditional) 
11:30am Town 
Hall Meeting 
6:30pm Sr. High 
8pm Baptism 
Info. Meeting 
(Zoom) 

 
 

 

7pm Praise Band  
 

7pm Lenten 
Book Study 

 

12pm AA 
 
 
7pm Committee 
Meetings 

7:30pm Choir 8:30am Men’s 
Group Meeting 
 

6pm 
19th Century 

Dinner 
 

 

 
No Women’s 
Fellowship 
 
No Project 
Morning 
 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

8:30am Worship 
(Contemporary) 
10am Worship 
(Traditional) 
 
6:30pm Sr. High 

 
Preschool 

Closed  

 
7pm Praise Band 
 
7pm Lenten 
Book Study 
 

12pm AA 
 
7pm Church 
Council Meeting 

7:30pm Choir 
 

Articles due         
in the church 

office by today 
for the April 
newsletter. 

Church Office 
Closed 

8:30am Men’s                
Group Meeting 
11:30am 
Funhunters 
Luncheon  

 

19 20 21 22 23  24 25 

8:30am Worship 
(Contemporary) 
10am Worship 
(Traditional) 
 
6:30pm Sr. High 

  

7pm Praise Band 
 
7pm Lenten 
Book Study 

 
 

7:30pm Choir 8:30am Men’s                
Group Meeting 
 
6:30pm Cub 
Scouts Pack 
Meeting 

 

 

26    27 28 29 30 31  
 

8:30am Worship 
(Contemporary) 
10am Worship 
(Traditional) 
 
4:30pm Weblos 2 
Bridging Event 
 
6:30pm Sr. High 

 
 
 
 

 

7pm Praise Band 
 
7pm Lenten 
Book Study 
 
 

 

 7:30pm Choir   

 

  

March 2023 
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Stay Connected 

Talk with Your Pastor 
Rev. Carissa would love to spend time with you! If you would like her to visit you, just reach out: call 443-353-0439 or 
email carissa@huntsumc.org. You can also schedule a meeting with her at www.calendly.com/revcarissa.  

Do you get church emails?  
Each Friday, our Communications Director, Caroline Boyle, sends out a digital newsletter. It has all the updates you 
need for the week, along with sign-up links, prayers, and much more. To get on the list, go to www.huntsumc.org and 
scroll to the bottom, where you can click on “Get Church Emails.” If you’ve completed this form but you’re not seeing 
anything come through, be sure to check your spam folder – and add us to your “safe senders” list. Don’t miss a thing! 

Worship Online 
If you or a loved one is unable to come to church on Sunday – or simply not comfortable at this time – then you can 
connect with your Hunt’s Church family by worshiping online! Livestream the 10am Traditional Service each Sunday 
(or watch it later) at www.youtube.com/c/huntschurch or through the YouTube app on your iPad or smart TV. 

Follow @HuntsChurch 
Stay connected with your church wherever you live online. Just search for @huntschurch on Facebook, Instagram, and 
YouTube. Make sure to click “like” and share our posts whenever you’re inspired!  

 

 

 

 

 

Hunt’s Memorial United Methodist Church 
1912 Old Court Road 
Towson, MD 21204 

 

    Address Service Requested 

mailto:carissa@huntsumc.org
http://www.calendly.com/revcarissa
http://www.huntsumc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/c/huntschurch
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